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REPLY COMMENTS OF
ALLBRITTON COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY

Allbritton Communications Company ("Allbritton") hereby submits its

reply comments in the above-captioned proceeding. 11

Allbritton supports the collective efforts of the Commission and the

television industry, acting through the Broadcasters Caucus (the "Broadcasters"), to

rationalize the transition to digital television broadcasting ("DTV') by adopting a

spectrum-efficient DTV table of allotments. Allbritton therefore endorses the

allotment principals of full accommodation and service replication/maximization, as

proposed in the Sixth Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 96-317

1/ Allbritton and its affiliates are the licensees ofWCFT-TV, Channel 33,
Tuscaloosa, Alabama; KATV(TV), Channel 7, Little Rock, Arkansas; WJLA-TV,
Channel 7, Washington, D.C.; KTUL(TV), Channel 8, Tulsa, Oklahoma; WHTM-TV,
Channel 27, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; WCIV(TV), Channel 4, Charleston, South
Carolina; and WSET-TV, Channel 13, Lynchburg, Virginia. In addition, Allbritton,
through affiliates, is a party to a local marketing agreement ("LMA") with the
licensee ofWJSU-TV, Channel 40, Anniston, Alabama, and with the licensee of
WBSG-TV, Channel 21, Brunswick, Georgia; and Allbritton anticipates entering
into a LMA with the permittee of WYDP(TV) , Channel 25, Orange Park, Florida.
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(released August 14, 1996), at ~~ 13-14 (the "Notice"). See also Broadcasters'

Comments on Sixth Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (November 22,1996) at 11-13.

These reply comments address two matters. First, Allbritton corrects

erroneous information regarding the facilities ofWCFT-TV, Tuscaloosa, Alabama,

and WBSG-TV, Brunswick, Georgia, on which both the Commission and the

Broadcasters base their DTV allotment/assignment calculations. Second, Allbritton

urges the Commission to reconsider its decision to subject minor modifications of

NTSC television station facilities to the DTV coverage areas defined by the fmal

DTV table of allotments.

A. Both The Commission's and the Broadcasters' Databases
Contain Incorrect Information Regarding the Facilities
ofWCFT-TV, Tuscaloosa, Alabama and WBSG-TV,
Brunswick, Georgia.

Both the Commission and the Broadcasters have based their service

replication calculation for WCFT-TV, Channel 33, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, and

WBSG-TV, Brunswick, Georgia, on outdated facilities specifications, rather than on

the stations' authorized operation. 2/ Accordingly, their assumptions regarding the

antenna HAAT and power level necessary to achieve DTV replication of the NTSC

service areas ofWCFT-TV and WBSG-TV are incorrect.

'lJ An application to make significant changes in WCFT-TVs facilities was filed
on January 18, 1996, and granted on May 24, 1996. Both dates were well in
advance of the cut-off date established in the Notice. See File No. BPCT-960118KE.
WeFT-TV commenced operation of its modified facilities under program test
authority on October 16, 1996. An application for license to cover the facilities, as
modified, is pending. See File No. BLCT-961025KE. Similarly, an application to
modify the facilities ofWBSG-TV, filed on February 6,1996, was granted on July
23,1996. See File No. BPCT-960206KG. Both dates, again, were in advance of the
cut-off established in the Notice.
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WCFT-TV currently operates with the following NTSC facilities:

NTSC Channel 33

Licensed Power (ERP) 4370 kW

Licensed Antenna Height 662 meters HAAT

Licensed Antenna Site N 33-28-48
W 87-25-50

Maximum Grade B Contour 108.9 km
Distance

Based on these data, Allbritton's estimation of the facilities required to

replicate WCFT-TV's current service on DTV Channel 39 substantially exceeds the

estimates contained in both the Commission's and the Broadcasters' draft tables,

as follows: Q!

Power (ERP)

Antenna Height

361kW

661 meters HAAT

Similarly, although the Commission the Broadcasters assign HAAT

values of 311 and 308 meters, respectively, to WBSG-TV, prior to July 25, 1996 the

station received authorization to raise its antenna to 600 meters HAAT, with a

resulting change in the DTV values necessary to replicate its service.

Allbritton will also provide these NTSC database corrections to the

Broadcasters, and urges that the corrected data be incorporated into the

Commission's and the Broadcasters' DTV allotment calculations in order to ensure

'J/ Allbritton's calculations are based on the noise limited contour assumptions
(43.8 dBu) contained in the Notice.
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that the currently authorized NTSC service ofWCFT-TV and WBSG-TV is

accurately reflected and replicated in the DTV table.

B. Television Stations Should Have Flexibility to Modify or
Maximize Their NTSC Facilities During the Transition to
DTV Service.

As noted above, Allbritton affiliates currently are, or anticipate

becoming, parties to local marketing agreements involving WJSU-TV, Anniston,

Alabama, WBSG-TV, Brunswick, Georgia, and WYDP(TV), Orange Park, Florida.

These stations contemplate making minor modifications to their authorized NTSC

facilities. 1/ In doing so, the stations seek to enhance their authorized service to

their respective communities of license and to expand their service areas, thereby

contributing to diversity and competition in their markets. Under the terms of the

Notice, however, the ability ofWJSU-TV, WBSG-TV and WYDP(TV) to expand

their facilities effectively will be limited to the coverage areas computed in the DTV

table of allotments -- i.e., based on their currently authorized facilities. See Notice

at ~ 63 (conditioning minor modification applications granted after July 25, 1996

"on the outcome of our final decision on the DTV Table of Allotments").

Allbritton believes the public interest will be disserved by the

Commission's approach. The transition to DTV will take many years, and should

not prevent any station from improving its competitive position or responding to

changing market conditions.

1/ On November 22, 1996, more than a year after its application was filed,
WJSU-TV was granted authority to relocate its transmitter and increase its power
from 720 kW to 5,000 kW. See File No. BPCT-950808KF.
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Allbritton agrees with those commenters urging that the Commission's

decision to permit television station licensees to file modification applications while

conditioning the grant of such applications on the outcome of the DTV Table of

Allotments will itself "pose hardships" for broadcasters (see Notice at ~ 63)

sufficient to deter them from undertaking the sorts of facilities modifications that

would directly promote competition and diversity. See,~ Comments of Silver

King Communications, Inc. (November 22,1996) at 13-17; Joint Comments of Lin

Television Corporation, et al. (December 6, 1996) at 5-10. Television stations will

forego making such costly improvements to their NTSC facilities if the resulting

benefits may be undone upon the transition to a digital environment. This issue is

especially important in the financing arena, where access to funds for

improvements to facilities may be unavailable if lending institutions cannot be

satisfied that their investments will be protected upon the transition to DTV.

The Commission and the Broadcasters alike have emphasized the

importance of flexibility to the ultimate resolution of all the issues surrounding the

adoption of the DTV table of allotments, and have acknowledged that ongoing

modification of the table will be necessary as the transition process goes forward.

Clearly, it will disserve the public interest to deter authorized but unbuilt stations,

such as WYDP(TV), or stations operating with inferior facilities, such as WBSG-TV

and WJSU-TV, from upgrading their service to their communities. Accordingly, the
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Commission should adopt procedures to permit stations to modify or maximize their

NTSC facilities during the transition to DTV.

Respectfully submitted,

ALLBRITTON COMMUNICATIONS
COMPANY

Of Counsel:

Jerald N. Fritz
Vice President
Legal and Strategic Affairs
Allbritton Communications Company
808 17th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
202/728-4383

January 24, 1997
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B~=====
Mace J. Rosenstein

HOGAN & HARTSON L.L.P
Columbia Square
555 13 Street, N.W.
Washington D.C. 20004
202/637-5600

Its Attorneys
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on this 24th day of January, 1997, I caused to be

served by hand delivery, copies of the foregoing Reply Comments of Allbritton

Communications Company, addressed to the following:

Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner James H. Quello
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 802
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

Saul T. Shapiro
Assistant Chief/Technology Policy
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 302-E
Washington, DC 20554

Gordon W. Godfrey
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, NW, Room 566
Washington, DC 20554
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Roy J. Stewart
Chief
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 314
Washington, DC 20554

Julius Genachowski
Counsel to the Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Robert Pepper
Chief
Office of Plans and Policy
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 822
Washington, DC 20554

Richard M. Smith
Chief
Office of Engineering and Technology
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, NW, Room 412
Washington, DC 20554

Bruce A. Franca
Deputy Chief
Office of Engineering and Technology
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, NW, Room 416
Washington, DC 20554

Robert M. Bromery, Chief
Allocations and Standards Division
Office of Engineering and Technology
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, NW, Room 268
Washington, DC 20554
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Robert Eckert
Office of Engineering and Technology
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, NW, Room 270
Washington, DC 20554

R. Alan Stillwell
Economic Advisor
Office of Engineering and Technology
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, NW, Room 417
Washington, DC 20554

~Rosenstein
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